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Inspiration had a hand 
in moving to Japan
Four years.

That’s how long I’ve 
spent deeply caring about 

the four communities Unified 
Newspaper Group serves.

Last week marked the end of 
my job as page designer and 
community reporter at UNG. 
Like any relationship, while 
we’ve had our ups and downs, 
it’s hard to say 
goodbye. But 
unlike most 
relationships, 
I’m letting 
go of not one 
connection, 
but rather hun-
dreds of them 
– through all 
of the inspir-
ing people I’ve 
interviewed and worked closely 
with throughout the years.

Getting to know the people in 
Verona, Stoughton, Fitchburg, 
Oregon and their surrounding 
communities are truly what have 
made this job memorable and 
enjoyable. Of course, I’m also 
going to miss the incredibly 
hard-working, close-knit and 
often quirky and fun group of 
co-workers at UNG. 

But before I talk about my 
new life path, there’s something 
I’ve found to be an intensely 
narrow experience reporters go 
through that I want to point out.

It’s the opportunity to, within 
minutes of meeting someone, 
ask them to tell you about the 
most intimate details of their 
life. Some of the time, people 
are sharing accounts they may 
never have had the opportunity 
to tell anyone before, and it’s 
not an experience I’ve taken 
lightly. 

We Midwesterners grow up 
with this inherent sense of crip-
pling modesty, and through this 
job I’ve often had to convince 
people their story is worth tell-
ing. I’ve learned that sharing 
doesn’t have to be bragging. 

And each time an individual 

chooses to share what are often 
deeply sensitive accounts, they 
inspire someone else who may 
be going through the same thing, 
letting them know that it’s OK 
to be open. I want to say thank 
you to those who have had the 
courage to share both triumphs 
and struggles. 

Being a journalist has continu-
ally pushed me outside of my 
comfort zone. I’ve interviewed 
cancer patients, people whose 
families have lived through hor-
rific child abuse cases and even 
one woman who was dying. 

There have been times the 
experience was so visceral, I’ve 
left interviews and sat in my car 
and just cried. But the beauti-
ful thing about journalism is 
it always keeps you guessing 
what’s next, and there have cer-
tainly been tears of joy that have 
come out of this job, too. 

I’ve spent years attempting to 
tell other people’s stories that I 
hope have, in some small way, 
humanized issues not many of 
us have personally experienced. 
I can’t shake the idea that com-
munity journalists do something 
I consider one of the most sacred 
honors – connecting people. 

I think community newspa-
pers remain a relevant form of 
news in such an unstable time 
for media because they remind 
us that we do share a connection 
with the “strangers” we may see 
every day. And through these 
stories, we find out who the 
heck these people are who help 
us pump our gas, or serve us our 
food or even figure out what’s 
up with that weird guy who has 
the 50 lawn gnomes in his front 
yard.

The more we learn about one 
another, we realize not how dif-
ferent we are, but how we are 
unified through similar struggles 
and strengths. It’s too easy to 
say, “That could never be me.” 

There are always a million 
reasons not to do something. But 
I have gotten to invite people 

to start thinking, “Why not me? 
If this person can start their 
own nonprofit, or can travel the 
world, why can’t I?”

These stories, though they 
might not always be the most 
hard-hitting of news, spark com-
munication and empathy in a 
country where individualism is 
so celebrated, yet we are con-
ditioned to feel that as just an 
individual, we can’t really make 
a difference.

What’s been concretely illus-
trated to me over and over is 
that I – that we – can make a 
difference by simply changing 
ourselves. And that is why I’ve 
left a career I so enjoy: to make 
a change that three or four years 
ago, I never believed for a sec-
ond I could. 

I am moving to Japan to 
become an assistant English 
teacher at a high school. 

Most people tell me that’s cra-
zy; and three years ago, I would 
have agreed. But now, after 
meeting all of these inspiring 
and seemingly “regular people” 
– people like me who have lived 
in Wisconsin all their lives, 
whose parents are good, hard-
working Midwesterners – that 
has lit a fire and helped inspire 
me to move on to my next life 
goal. 

And although I will be tempo-
rarily leaving so many wonder-
ful and supportive friends and 
family and an amazing boy-
friend, I can’t help but think that 
the only thing crazier than mov-
ing halfway around the world is 
letting the fear of the unknown 
stop me from doing something I 
want to do.

Sayonara.

Victoria Vlisides, 27, was an 
employee with Unified Newspa-
per Group from April 2010 to 
July 2014. She left her post as 
community reporter to pursue 
a teaching job in Chiba Prefec-
ture, Japan, where she will be 
moving in August.

Vlisides

(Former) staff editorial

Submit a letter

Guidelines for Fall election letters
Unified Newspaper Group is 

proud to offer a venue for public 
debate and welcomes letters to the 
editor, provided they comply with 
our guidelines. 

Political endorsements and oth-
er election letters must be submit-
ted about two weeks before the 
relevant election. 

For the upcoming fall election, 
primary election letters need to 
be submitted by July 28 and will 
be printed July 31. General elec-
tion letters need to be submitted 
by Oct. 20 and will be printed Oct. 
23.

Letters will be printed as space 
allows.

Other special rules apply during 
election season. 

Letters should be no longer 
than 400 words. They should 
also contain contact information 
– the writer’s full name, address, 
and phone number – so that the 
paper may confirm authorship. 
Unsigned or anonymous letters 
will not be printed under any cir-
cumstances.

The editorial staff of Unified 
Newspaper Group reserves the 
right to edit letters for length, clar-
ity and appropriateness. Letters 
with libelous or obscene content 
will not be printed. 

Unified Newspaper Group gen-
erally only accepts letters from 
writers with ties to our circulation 
area. 

All letters to the editor should 
be of general public interest. Let-
ters that are strictly personal – lost 
pets, for example – will not be 
printed. Letters that recount per-
sonal experiences, good or bad, 
with individual businesses will 
not be printed unless there is an 

overwhelming and compelling 
public interest to do so. Letters 
that urge readers to patronize spe-
cific businesses or specific reli-
gious faiths will not be printed, 
either. “Thank-you” letters can 
be printed under limited circum-
stances, provided they do not con-
tain material that should instead 
be placed as an advertisement and 
reflect public, rather than promo-
tional interests.

Language, quotations, facts 
and research that are contained 
in a letter but come from another 
source should be attributed. Pla-
giarized material will not be pub-
lished. Chain letters will not be 
printed, nor will letters already 
published in another newspaper or 
magazine.

Unif ied Newspaper  Group 
encourages lively public debate 
on issues, but it reserves the right 
to limit the number of exchanges 
between individual letter writers 
to ensure all writers have a chance 
to have their voices heard. 

This policy will be printed from 
time to time in an abbreviated 
form here and will be posted in its 
entirety on our websites.

Dates to know
July 28: Last day to submit 

partisan primary letters
July 31: Primary election letters 

printed
Oct. 20: Last day to submit 

general election letters
Oct. 23: General election letters 

printed


