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Scott Craven is a Univer-
sity of Wisconsin professor 
of wildlife ecology and chair 
of the Department of Wild-
life Ecology. The Town of 
Oregon resident has for many 
years been a regular guest on 
host Larry Meiller’s program 
on Wisconsin Public Radio, 

where Craven answers listen-
ers’ questions and talks about 
wildlife issues and develop-
ments throughout the state.

Craven is  an expert  on 
human-wildlife interactions, 
wildlife management and con-
servation, and wildlife-based 
recreation. He is also an avid 
outdoorsman and hunter. 

Craven spoke with Uni-
fied Newspaper Group in mid 

November about the 2010 deer 
hunting season.

Q: What’s the state of the 
deer herd in Wisconsin? 

A: It’s clearly a mixed bag 
across the state, ranging from 
the northeastern part of the 
state where there’s quite a 
block of management units 

Q&A on the state of the state’s deer hunt

A Word With...

Mayor Jon 
Hochkammer
By Jim Ferolie
Verona Press editor

The night before Verona Mayor Jon 
Hochkammer announced his candidacy 
for Dane County executive next spring, he 
sat down with the Verona Press to discuss 
why he is running, what he 
would do if elected and how 
he would campaign.

As only the second offi-
cial announcement for the 
race, with presumed front-
runner Scott McDonell, the 
county board chair, it got 
plenty of attention. 

Hochkammer still faces 
a major challenge to get his 
message out to voters who have never heard 
of him, particularly if some candidates with 
big financial backing step into the race. But 
he thinks his moderate position will resonate 
with voters tired of recent extremes.

One obvious concern for your campaign 
is limited name recognition outside Vero-
na. How do you overcome that?

It would be the same as I did in 2006, when 
I ran for mayor, knock on as many doors as 
I possibly can. That’s why I’m also going to 
take a leave of absence. I see that as a negative, 
but I also see that as a positive. It gives peo-
ple the opportunity to get to know me with-
out some misconceived perceptions, I hope.  

Reddan Soccer Park

MAYSA takes 
big step toward 
facility upgrade
Seth Jovaag
Unified Newspaper Group

Ambitious plans to improve Reddan Soc-
cer Park on Verona’s north side got a major 
boost last week.

The Madison Youth Area Soccer Associ-
ation and UW Health Sports Medicine last 
Friday inked an agreement that will pay 
$250,000 over the next five years to help 
construct a new pavilion in 2013.

The agreement will help MAYSA as it 
works to raise $3 million to overhaul the 
60-acre park that annually hosts more than 
1,200 league games, eight major tourna-
ments and more than 225,000 visitors on 
16 full-sized soccer fields.

“This is a major step forward in creating 
a more comprehensive venue for soccer,” 
said Chris Lay, MAYSA’s executive direc-
tor, said in a news release. “The pavilion is 

Hochkammer

Elliot Lynde has just finished working on a new 
‘groups’ app for his employer, facebook.

Seth Jovaag
Unified Newspaper Group

A new way to connect with 
friends on Facebook 
has the fingerprints of a 

Verona Area High School gradu-
ate all over it.

Elliot Lynde, a 2005 VAHS 
grad, was one of four engineers 
who spent months at Facebook’s 
Palo Alto, Calif., headquarters 
creating a new groups application 
that launched Oct. 6.

The new tool, available through 
a link on each user’s home page, 
allows users to post messages, 
videos, websites or photos to small 
groups of people – such as fam-
ily, old roommates or your fantasy 
football team – rather than to all of 
their Facebook “friends.”

When it launched, 26-year-
old Facebook co-founder Mark 
Zuckerberg described the new 
application as something that 
“will change the way you use 
Facebook and the Web” in a 
news release.

“We’re offering something 
that’s as simple as inviting your 
best friends over for dinner,” the 
release said.

For Lynde, who landed a full-
time job at Facebook in March 
after an internship there in the 
summer of 2009, the launch was 
a milestone of sorts. But while 
he’s working for one of the hot-
test companies in America – at 
last count, Facebook has more 
than 500 million users worldwide 
– he downplayed his role.

“I’m not very exciting,” he said 
in a recent phone interview.

His work is pretty intriguing, 
though. And though he declined 
to talk much about Zuckerberg 
– whose fame skyrocketed most 
recently after the controversial 
movie about him – “The Social 
Network” came out Oct. 1, Lynde 
acknowledged that he often col-
laborated with Zuckerberg on the 
groups project.

Not bad for a guy not yet a year 

The social networker
2005 VAHS grad nabs job at Facebook

Darwin Lynde  He’s always been our troubleshooter if we ever have 
questions about how to do anything.

Current City:
Menlo Park, CA

Employer:
Facebook

Hometown:
Verona, WI

College:
UW-Madison 2009

I got into computers because I 
like creating things.
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Gun Deer Hunt
When: Nov. 20-28.
Where: Statewide, although 

there are extra seasons in the 
CWD management zone in 
southern Wisconsin.

Donations: Hunters in the 
CWD zone can drop off their deer 
at participating meat processors 
for donation to food pantries.

Info: Visit dnr.state.wi.us/org/
land/wildlife/hunt/deerTurn to Deer/Page 13


