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A little more than six months ago, 
Kyle Schlienger and Hakeem Myers 
weren’t even friends.

“I didn’t even know he existed,” 
Schlienger admitted.

As Class of 2011 Verona Area 
High School seniors, they had dif-
ferent musical styles before they 
fused it into the group Kyle and 
Keem. Myers raps, while Schlienger 
composes music and sings.

It wasn’t until they joined forces 
in January that their music careers 
would ascend to the next level in a 
matter of months. The group is set to 
perform July 20 at the Dane County 
Fair along with major recording art-
ists like Iyaz and Dev.

Remarkably, neither have any 
formal lessons or training, which 
hasn’t slowed them down a bit.

“I could see he had the same kind 
of drive as me,” Schlienger said of 
working with Myers.

Serendipity
Within their talent and drive to 

forward their music careers, they 
did get help from a few people along 
the way.

The two, both 18, met through a 
mutual friend who was on the bas-
ketball team with Myers.

“Before every game, I would rap 
for the team just to get them pumped 
up,” said Myers, who had been in a 
recording studio just once before 
teaming up with Schlienger. 

But he’d never exchanged a word 

City of Verona

T. Wall gets 
green light
apartments will 
replace a three-
story office building 
to ‘prime the pump’
Jim Ferolie
Verona Press editor

If Terrence Wall’s pre-
dictions are accurate this 
time, the forlorn West End 
development will have a 
54-unit apartment build-
ing, a bank and a two-story 
retail building open by the 
end of next year.

On Monday night, the 
Verona Common Council 
gave the T. Wall Properties 
president the go-ahead to 
put that residential piece in 
place of a planned medical/
office building. It appar-
ently will break ground two 
months later than originally 
planned, in late August, 
after the project had to go 
through four Plan Commis-
sion meetings to find the 
right mix – 104 apartments 
in three buildings, rather 
than a pair of retail shops 
flanking a lone apartment 
complex – to get a reluctant 
recommendation in favor.

But the second-largest 
commercial  developer 
in the county knew Plan 
Commission wouldn’t be 
as hard a sell as the council. 
So he fine-tuned his sales 
pitch throughout that three-
month odyssey and man-
aged to turn what seemed 
a sure no vote – and by his 
account, a two- or three-
year sentence in Siberia for 
the nearly 5-year-old West 
Verona Avenue project – 
into a 5-2 approval.

It will still require one 
more approval, for such 
things as architecture and 
landscaping, at both the 
Plan Commission and 
council Aug. 8. But that 
amounted to little more than 
a formality after getting the 
general development plan 
amended Monday.

The former U.S. Senate 
candidate worked the room 
like any good politician 
would – trotting out a full 
array of buzzwords and 
catchphrases, touting his 
record, giving some eco-
nomics lessons and finish-
ing it off with some well-
practiced scare tactics, 

St. Vinnie’s opening 
new thrift store here
By seth JoVaag
Unified Newspaper Group

Local thrift store enthu-
siasts will soon have a 
new place to browse racks 
of used and retro cloth-
ing, gently-worn furniture 
or secondhand books or 
appliances.

The Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul announced 
last week that it has pur-
chased the former John 
Erickson Chevrolet deal-
ership at 513 W. Verona 
Ave. and plans to open its 
sixth Dane County store in 
mid-September.

St. Vincent’s closed a 
$1.5 million deal to buy the 
roughly 3-acre property on 
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How to donate
Beginning July 14, St. 

Vincent de Paul’s new 
Verona location will begin 
accepting donations of 
clean and gently used 
clothing, bedding, furniture, 
small appliances and other 
household goods at its 513 
Verona Ave. location.

Until the store opens, 
the site will be staffed 
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
weekdays and from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on week-
ends. Donations should 
be dropped off at the rear 
of the property. You can 
also call (608) 278-2920 
during regular business 
hours to request a free 
home pick-up by truck.
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Hakeem Myers, front, and Kyle 
Schlienger perform at Verona Area 
High School’s multicultural showcase 
earlier this year.
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Unusual duo
Verona hip hop pair takes on Dane County Fair, gets 

Madison radio play, and drops album – in just 6 months
If you go

What: Kyle and Keem at Dane 
County Fair

Where: Alliant Energy Center
When: July 20, 7 p.m.
Cost: $7 to get into the fair, ages 

12 and up
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