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EXTRA LARGE 16” 3-Topping Pizza
Only $12.99
Not valid with other coupons or specials except bonus coupons. 

Expires 10/31/11. Valid only at Pizza Pit-Oregon
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Budget 
plan: 
Cut back

For Mitchard: a moving sale, a reading ... and a lingering tax bill 
SETH JOVAAG 
Unifi ed Newspaper Group

The Oregon area’s most famous resi-
dent is moving out of state, but not until 
Town of Oregon officials wrestle over a 
dispute involving her property tax bills. 

Best-selling novelist Jacquelyn Mit-
chard, 56, has sold her 6160 Sun Valley 
Parkway home and will move to a home 
she owns in Massachusetts after living 
35 years in the Madison area, according 
to a story that appeared in Monday’s 
Wisconsin State Journal. 

The sale comes as 
Mitchard continues to 
rebuild after she and 
her husband’s wealth 
vanished two years ago 
in a $190 million Ponzi 
scheme orchestrated by 
a Minnesota man who’s 
serving 25 years in pris-
on. 

This week is a big one for Mitchard. 
On Thursday, she’ll read from her lat-
est novel, “Second Nature,” at the Wis-
consin Book Festival in Madison. Then, 

over the next two days, she’ll host a 
moving sale at her Oregon home. 

But before all that, Mitchard’s hus-
band, Chris Brent, was scheduled to 
meet with town officials Tuesday night 
– after press time – to talk about an alto-
gether different topic: property taxes. 
Due to their financial struggles, Mit-
chard and Brent haven’t paid property 
taxes for the better part of two years on 
their home and two adjoining parcels 
that total roughly 46 acres, according 
to online tax records. But town officials 
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Cramped conditions 
at Thysse Printing’s 
headquarters in 
Madison led to its 
pending move to 
Oregon’s Alpine 
Business Park.

BILL LIVICK
Unifi ed Newspaper Group

A few months ago, village adminis-
trator Mike Gracz and finance director 
Renee Hoeft were faced with the diffi-
cult challenge of presenting a balanced 
2012 budget to the Village Board.

The village faced an anticipated 
$150,000 shortfall, largely due to 
reductions in “intergovenmental rev-
enue,” which is both county and state 
aid. 

Gracz’s proposal, which he’ll pres-
ent at the Village Board’s Oct. 26 
meeting, will keep operating expenses 
flat, at about $5.1 million, but there 
will have to be reductions to bring 
expenditures in line with revenues. 
Gracz said that will likely have to 
come from the village’s capital budget, 
which includes funding for expensive 
projects like street improvements and 
other one-time spending items, such as 
dump trucks and squad cars.

“We’re going to be struggling with 
what to do with streets and equipment 
and things like that,” Gracz said. “We 
will have to delay some of the street 
projects.”

It doesn’t help that the funding 
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Printing co.’s move to Oregon leaves leaders with

SETH JOVAAG
Unifi ed Newspaper Group

Jason Thysse admits it 
won’t be easy leaving the 
old brick building on Mad-
ison’s east side that has 
housed his family’s printing 
business since 1978.

But for Thysse, an Ore-
gon resident and owner of 
Thysse Printing Service, the 
prospect of building a new 
– and much larger – space 

in Oregon for his growing 
company is great news.

“I love this neighbor-
hood,” Thysse, 36, said 
inside his business last 
week, “But we’ve been 
bursting at the seams here 
for a number of years. … 
We need more space.”

Local officials gleefully 
announced last week that 
the 70-year-old Madison 
company founded by Thys-
se’s grandfather will begin 

construction next month on 
a new facility inside Alpine 
Business Park. At rough-
ly 12,500 square feet, the 
building at 281 W. Nether-
wood Road will more-than 
triple the size of Thysse’s 
current headquarters. It’s 
slated to open in March 
with 19 employees, includ-
ing three or four new jobs. 

Just a few weeks ago, 
Thysse was planning to 
relocate to McFarland. That 

changed Sept. 13, during 
the Oregon Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s annual golf 
outing.

Thysse, a chamber mem-
ber since 2009, said he’d 
initially ruled out Oregon 
because it was too far from 
Madison, the epicenter of 
his family’s business since 
1941. But chamber director 
Brett Frazier and others at 
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Village of OregonCounty budget

Proposal signals that county is ready to step up in job creation
DEREK SPELLMAN
Unifi ed Newspaper Group

Dane County Executive Joe Pari-
si’s budget proposes a new office of 
economic development that would 

signal the county is ready to assume 
a more active role job creation. 

“We want to put ourselves on 
the radar screen and send a strong 
signal that economic development 
is important to us,” Parisi said in an 

interview last week.
It’s welcome news to a number 

of local and county officials inter-
viewed by the Observer over the 
last few weeks, some of whom 
have said the county’s role in that 

sphere has been rather limited in 
the past.

And while those interviewed 
said they embraced some form of a 
regional approach to development, 
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