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Even when she was in heart 
failure and near death, Courtney 
Weber didn’t appear skeletal. 

Her anorexia was not obvious, but the 
disease was slowly starving her. 

Courtney was 12 years old and a 
seventh-grader at Oregon Middle 
School. Her family had taken her to 
emergency rooms at Madison hospi-
tals several times after fainting spells, 
extreme weakness and disorientation, 
but “nobody would admit her or care 
for her,” said Karen Weber, Courtney’s 
mother.  

“They would give her some IV and 
send her home,” she recalled. “They 
said unless she’s overtly hurting herself 
or trying to commit suicide, we can’t 
admit her.”

“But actually I was hurting myself,” 
Courtney added. “I was doing a form of 

suicide, but one that just took longer.”
Courtney was finally admitted to 

Rogers Memorial Hospital in Milwau-
kee in March 2008, less than a year 
after she began to suffer from the effects 
of anorexia nervosa. The hospital is 
nationally recognized for its inpatient 
treatment of adolescents with eating dis-
orders. Courtney was admitted after her 

doctor in Madison performed an elec-
trocardiogram (EKG) test and told her 
parents to get her to Rogers right away.

The Webers drove their daughter to 
the hospital and she was immediately 
put on a feeding tube. Because Rogers 
is a treatment center with limited visit-
ing hours, her family was not allowed to 
stay with her. 

“There’s nothing harder than thinking 
you’re going to lose your child,” Karen 
said.

Courtney was on a feeding tube for 
two of the three weeks during her first 
stay at the hospital. In the third week, 
she began to eat again. But it was hard.

“When they put a bowl of soup in front 
of me, I almost cried,” she recalled. 

An Oregon 
teen shares 

her story
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School districts 
continue to 
wait for state
Autumn Drussell
Unified Newspaper Group

A waiting game. 
That’s how local school districts have been 

viewing their own fiscal situation while waiting 
to hear the governor’s budget proposal.

Two large pieces of the fiscal puzzle were 
expected to hinge on what occurs with the pro-
posed Budget Repair Bill and the already-delayed 
state budget announcement. Action on both has 
been delayed while protesters swarmed the Capi-
tol and Democratic senators stayed out of state.

The budget was originally to be revealed last 
week, but Gov. Scott Walker postponed the 
announcement until Tuesday. As of Monday, 
districts were struggling to come up with backup 
plans that could address not only a worst-case 
budget scenario from the state but also contract 
issues if collective bargaining is effectively end-
ed.

“It’s really interesting and confusing because 
we don’t want to create panic, but we want to 
make sure when we are doing our projections 
we have the most accurate information we can,” 
said Erica Pickett, business services manager for 
the Stoughton Area School District. “But again, 
we don’t want to be without a plan if something 
major happens.”

Andy Weiland, business manager for the 

Officials plan for 
regional bike trail
Bill livick
Observer editor

The Village of Oregon could begin construction 
next year on the first phase of an off-road bicycle 
path that would ultimately connect downtown Ore-
gon with the Badger State Trail. 

In late January, the village submitted a grant appli-
cation for Dane County’s new Partners for Recre-
ation and Conservation (PARC) program. County 
Executive Kathleen Falk announced on Jan. 19 the 
creation of the PARC program, which includes $1 
million in country grant funding, as part of her 2011 
budget. The program is designed “to support the 
efforts of communities and nonprofits to enhance 
recreation and conservation,” according to Falk’s 
Jan. 19 news release.

Oregon officials submitted an application for a 
$250,000 grant on Jan. 25, the maximum amount of 
assistance permitted for any one project in the coun-
ty.

Village of Oregon
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Capitol protest enters third week
With all of the hype and 

media frenzy surrounding the 
protests at the state Capitol the 
past two-plus weeks, it can be 
easy to overlook the human 
element.

Sensationalized stories 
about 17-second votes, fleeing 
Senators, out-of-state goons 
and prank calls to the gover-
nor have helped make this a 
polarizing national issue, but 
it is also a local one. 

Most readers of this news-
paper know someone who 
has been to the Capitol over 
the past two weeks, if not to 
protest, at least to watch or to 
protest the protesters. Many 
of us know someone whose 
life will be affected by the 
actions that have provoked 
the dissent.

And we’ve all heard end-
less talk about it.

Several reporters from 

Unified Newspaper Group, 
which includes the Observer, 
have spent time at the Capitol, 
soaking in what might very 
well be the biggest “local” 
news story they’ll have ever 
been associated with. They 
have spoken with the people 
there, watched interactions 
between opposite sides, taken 
photos, stayed overnight in 
the Capitol and in some cases, 
even participated in protests. 

Here are the observations 
of our reporters:

Talk of the town
While the heart of the pro-

test might be at the Capitol, 
the conversations have trick-
led from the epicenter like 
dominoes to all places. It 
seems everyone everywhere 
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