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Buy One Medium Sundae & Get One 
Free When You Bring In This Ad

Open Daily, 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Dine In • Drive Thru • Take Out
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Historical Society display reminds Oregon of age-old tradition

Photos by Victoria Vlisides

The Oregon Area Historical Society has a vintage valentine display up at 159 W. Lincoln St. 
throughout February. OAHS museum coordinator Melanie Woodworth picks out a few of the val-
entines from the binder and exhibit that has about 200 valentines that date back to the 1890s. 

Emily Tweite Bruce Davis

Anna WangenFred Schmidtt

Do you or anyone you know make handmade 
valentines for Valentine’s Day?

What’s behind that valentine?

“My mom 
alway sends me 
a valentine that 
she makes by 
hand every year 
and I’m 28. 
That’s been for 
about 10 years 
since college.”

“I don’t do 
crafts.  I would 
buy a card. I 
wouldn’t make a 
huge deal out of 
it because why 
just make one 
day a big deal.”

“Kids are 
the only 
ones. Our 
anniversa-
ry is more 
impor-
tant.” 

“I still 
make 
them but 
I think 
that’s 
uncom-
mon.”

Article and photos by 
Victoria Vlisides

Weird weather, including temperature swings, hammers Oregon
MARK IGNATOWSKI
BILL LIVICK
Unifi ed Newspaper Group

While a snowstorm in 
January may not seem 

newsworthy to most Wis-
consin residents, the wild 
temperature swings and 
weather leading up to last 
Wednesday’s blizzard made 
for unusual road conditions 

for  southeastern Dane 
County.

W e d n e s d a y ’ s  s t o r m 
dumped between five and 
six inches of snow in the 
area, according to National 

Weather Service data. More 
striking, however, was 
the 38-degree temperature 
swing reported in Dane 
County around the time of 
the storms. The National 

Weather Service reported 
a high temperature of 54 
degrees last Tuesday, fol-
lowed by a low of 16 degrees 
Wednesday. Tuesday’s high 

Oregon School 
District

‘Cum 
laude’ 
system 
heads to 
a vote
SETH JOVAAG
Unifi ed Newspaper Group

A new system for hon-
oring graduates of Oregon 
High School  could  be 
approved by the Oregon 
School Board next week.

The high school has tra-
ditionally honored a vale-
dictorian and salutatorian, 
but starting with the class 
of 2015 – this year’s sopho-
mores – OHS could switch 
to a “cum laude” system of 
honoring top students based 
on their grade-point aver-
ages, according to a draft 
policy expected to be voted 
on by the board Monday.

Under the proposed poli-
cy change, OHS could also 
give special recognition 
to kids who tackle tough 
classes. Students who attain 
six credits in “advanced 
courses” wil l  be given 
“highest honors.” Students 
who attain four or two cred-
its in advanced courses will 
be given “high honors” 
or “honors,” respectively. 
Each credit  equals two 
semesters of a typical class.

Nearly 40 courses – rang-
ing from advanced place-
ment classes that can earn 
kids college credits  to 
upper-level music, language 
or technical education class-
es – are listed in the policy 
as “advanced courses.”

The new honors sys-
tem has been in the works 
since 2010, when the board 
crafted a report calling for 
sweeping changes on grad-
ing and graduation.

Under the new cum laude 
system, common among 
universities and colleges, 
graduates could be recog-
nized – both at commence-
ment and on high school 
transcripts – for holding 
high grade-point averages.

• Students with GPAs of 

Article and photos by 
Victoria Vlisides

Whether 
you think it’s a made-

up holiday or a reason to 

make a dramatic love ges-

ture, we all have some type 

of Valentine’s Day memory. 

Valentines are usually part of that 

tradition, and unlike the flowers or 

chocolates, they can last for decades.

Some keep valentines in old 

shoe boxes under their bed for 

decades. Some keep them for a 

year or two, while others hold 

on to them for just a couple 

days. But based on the 

vintage valentine dis-

play at Oregon Area 

Historical Society, 
it’s safe to say a 

good amount of 
Oregonians 

held on to 
t h e i r 

v a l -
e n t i n e s  f o r 

q u i t e  s o m e  t i m e . 
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tines in people’s estates after they 
tines in people’s estates after they 
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pass and that all the sentimental 
pass and that all the sentimental 
pass and that all the sentimental 
pass and that all the sentimental 

card and valentines in the dis-
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led by volunteers Ann Morris led by volunteers Ann Morris led by volunteers Ann Morris led by volunteers Ann Morris 

and Gene Doty, is part of an part of an part of an part of an 

effort to bring in fresh sea-

sonal exhibits to the soci-

ety. Some of the valen-

tines are just plain 

sweet, while oth-
ers are, well, 
a reflection 
o f  t h e 
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Up close vintage valentines, 

short history of V-Day, and what 
V-Day was like for a few seniors 

when they were younger.


